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SUB J : PROPOSED SINGAPORE TRANSIT CENTER FOR INDOCHINESE REFUGEES 
REF: (A) SINGAPORE 5242, (B) STATE 285189 

1 . EMBOFFS BRIEFLY DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED SINGAPORE REFUGEE 
TRANSIT CENTER WITH MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS PERMANENT 
SECRETARY LUM CHOONG WAH DURING A NOVEMBER 30 RECEPTION AT 
AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE. LUM INDICATED THAT THE GOS WAS 
ACTIVELY STUDYING THE PROBLEM ALTHOUGH A PLAN FOR THE CENTER 
HAS YET TO BE FORMULATED. WITHIN THE NEXT WEEK LUM PLANS 

TO INSPECT A POSSIBLE SITE FOR THE CENTER ON PULAU TEKONG, 

AN ISLAND OFF THE NORTHEAST COAST OF SINGAPORE. PULAU TEKONG 
IS CURRENTLY USED BY THE SINGAPORE ARMED FORCES FOR TRAINING 
AND HOUSES A CAMP RUN BY THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE, WHOSE CONSENT 
WOULD BE NEEDED TO ESTABLISH A REFUGEE CAMP THERE. 

2. LUM SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS ENCOUNTERING A 
NUMBER OF PROBLEMS AND QUESTIONS IN ATTEMPTING TO 
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WORK OUT A PLAN FOR ESTABLISHING THE CAMP. THE 
SINGAPOREANS WERE PARTICULARLY CONCERNED THAT THE 
CAMP, ONCE ITS EXISTENCE BECAME KNOWN, WOULD QUICKLY 
ATTRACT MANY MORE REFUGEES THAN IT COULD ACCOMMODATE. 

THIS APPEARED EVEN MORE LIKELY WITH THE INCREASINGLY 
TOUGH ATTITUDE BEING TAKEN BY THAILAND AND MALAYSIA 
AND THE GROWING HOSTILITY TOWARDS REFUGEES IN AUSTRALIA. 
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IN LIGHT OF THIS ANTICIPATED HEAVY DEMAND, LUM FELT THAT 
HIS MINISTRY WOULD HAVE TO DEVELOP SOME TYPE OF PRIORITY 
SYSTEM FOR ADMITTING REFUGEES INTO THE CAMP. (HE DID 
NOT INDICATE WHAT MIGHT BE DONE WITH REFUGEES WHO ARRIVED 
IN SINGAPORE BUT WERE FOUND INADMISSIBLE.) 

3. ANOTHER SERIOUS PROBLEM THE GOS WAS WRESTLING WITH, 

LUM SAID, WAS THAT OF LOCATING PERSONNEL WHO COULD RUN 
THE REFUGEE CAMP. THE TASK WOULD NORMALLY BE ASSIGNED 
TO THE POLICE, BUT POLICE RESOURCES HAD BEEN STRETCHED 
TO THE LIMIT BY THE NEED TO OPERATE THE NEW NARCOTICS 
DETENTION AND REHABILITATION CENTERS ESTABLISHED IN CON- 
JUNCTION WITH THE CURRENT MAJOR DRIVE AGAINST NARCOTICS 
OFFENDERS. A SMALL COUNTRY, SINGAPORE DID NOT HAVE THE 
TRAINED MANPOWER TO STAFF THE REFUGEE CAMP IN ADDITION 
TO OTHER PRIORITY PROJECTS SUCH AS THE NARCOTICS DRIVE. 

LUM WONDERED WHETHER THE UNHCR WOULD BE ABLE TO 
PROVIDE QUALIFIED PERSONNEL TO HELP ADMINISTER 

AND STAFF THE CAMP. 

4. EMBOFFS TOLD LUM THAT THEY DID NOT THEMSELVES 
HAVE THE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS BUT THAT THEY 
WERE SURE UNHCR WOULD BE PREPARED TO HELP OUT WITH 
ADVICE AS WELL AS MATERIAL ASSISTANCE. 

5. COMMENT: LUM'S COMMENTS INDICATE THAT THE GOS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 SINGAP 05283 020948Z 

WORKING LEVEL IS STUDYING THE PROJECT SERIOUSLY, 

ALTHOUGH WITH SOME TREPIDATIONS, AND THAT IT HAS 
IDENTIFIED VARIOUS PROBLEM AREAS. THIS UNDERSCORES 
THE NEED FOR AN ADDITIONAL UNHCR INITIATIVE TO HELP THE 
SINGAPOREANS IN THEIR PLANNING. AN OFFER BY UNHCR TO 
SEND ONE OR TWO EXPERTS WITH EXPERIENCE IN SETTING UP 
AND OPERATING REFUGEE CAMPS TO ADVISE THE SINGAPOREANS 
MIGHT BE WELL RECEIVED. 
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